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Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices

Dr. Larry K. Pickering ACIP executive secretary, Senior Advisor to the Director,
National Center for Immunization & Respiratory Diseases,
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention

The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) is a federal advisory
committee that consists of 15 non-federal members with expertise in immunization and
related fields. All ACIP members are screened carefully for conflicts of interest. The
ACIP provides advice and guidance to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
on control of vaccine preventable diseases in infants, children, adolescents and adults in
the United States. ACIP work groups gather and present data at ACIP meetings for
consideration in making vaccine recommendations. Following review of available
scientific data, including disease burden in the general population and in high risk
groups, vaccine safety and efficacy, and cost effectiveness, ACIP makes evidence-based
vaccine recommendations dealing with vaccine use. The ACIP also is responsible for
adding vaccines to the Vaccines for Children Program, an entitlement program which
provides vaccines to uninsured children less than 19 years of age. The ACIP works
closely with 27 liaison organizations to develop immunization recommendations that are
harmonized among key professional partners. The ACIP benefits from the expertise of
people and professional organizations in both the public and private sectors in
establishing vaccine recommendations for children and adults in the civilian population

in the United States.
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