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MO-01 Percutaneous PFO closure for
ESUS patient with pacemaker
leads: Special considerations
required
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The patient in this case example was an 82-yo
female, who noted aphasia and was transferred to our
ER by ambulance. She had received a dual-chamber
pacemaker implantation for advanced atrio-ventricu-
lar block 5 years before. A stroke specialist diagnosed
embolic stroke of undetermined sources (ESUS) and a
subsequent TEE demonstrated a patent foramen ovale
(PFO) with venous US delineating deep vein thrombo-
sis. A diagnosis of PFO-associated stroke was made
and percutaneous PFO closure was planned. It has
been previously reported that endocardial leads in the
RA can complicate PFO closures through interactions
with the delivery system and/or the device. During
the PFO occluder deployment, in this particular case,
the RA lead was safely moved away from the PFO
with the use of a self-prepared J-shaped catheter
made by cutting off the tip of a standard pigtail cath-
eter. In addition it has also been pointed out that such
leads may also be a source of thrombus formation and
paradoxical embolization through a PFO. Therefore,
if a PFO is detected, PFO closure, anticoagulation, or
nonvascular lead placement should be considered.
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