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Endodontics in the Philippines,
Its Past, Present and Future

Prof. lluminada L. Viloria

President, Endodontics Society of the Philippines
Department of Endodontics and Operative Dentistry, University of the East, Philippines

Endodontics is one of the branches of Dentistry that is gaining popularity in the
Philippines. The Endodontic Society of the Philippines (ESP) has been established by
5 dentists who had their endodontic training outside the country. They started it as a
study club until it became the Endodontic Society of the Philippines. To date there are
10 Diplomates, more than a hundred of active members and more than 300 affiliate

members. Endodontics in school is taken on its 5th year for a 6 year dental course.
The ESP has standardized the teaching of Endodontics by conducting Workshops for
faculty teaching Endodontics in different dental schools in the Philippines. As part of
the mission and vision of the ESP to dentists who are into general practice, ESP con-
ducts two workshops. The workshop is divided into two parts, Part 1 is the Basic Endo-
dontics and the Part 2 is the Advance Endodontics.

At present there is only one dental school that offers a Master’s Degree in Endodon-
tics, and that is University of the East. The Master’s program in Endodontics started
5 years ago. Foreign students are also accepted in this course and they are from Iran,
India and Philippines. The use of Endodontic Microscope is also part of the training in
the master course.

The availability of the Endodontic products, like machines and consumables are get-
ting better since there are not lots of distributors of materials and instruments used in
Endodontics. This leads to the greater interests of general practitioner to do root canal
treatment. With the introduction of different gadgets for root canal treatment, like the
nickel titanium files, rotary files, apex locators and various available techniques for ob-
turation, endodontic treatment becomes enjoyable, easier and more successful.

With the effort of the ESP and the cooperation of the different schools, must atten-
tion is now given to the subject Endodontics and I believed that there is a bright future
of the practice of Endodontics in the Philippines.

cv

1990, Doctor of Dental Medicine at Centro Escolar University,
1991-1992, Post graduate training in Endodontics at John F. Cotton Hospital,

2000, Doctor of Philosophy in Dental Science (Endodontics), Nagasaki University Graduate School
of Dentistry, Nagasaki Japan,

2000~ present , Professor, University of the East, both in the Undergraduate and Master Course
2010-2011, President- Endodontic Society of the Philippines
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