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Overlap between autism spectrum disorders and more
specific language disorder : diagnostic challenges

Courtenay Frazier Norbury

Department of Psychology,
Royal Holloway, University of London

Children with autism spectrum disorders are characterised by two core developmental deficits :
deficits in social interaction and social communication, and a restricted repertoire of interests and
behaviours. Together, these difficulties should present enormous challenges for children to learn their
native language, yet some children acquire extensive vocabularies and grammar, and can converse
with others in quite complicated ways. My research investigates how children with autism spectrum
disorders learn language and specifically, why some children with autism also experience language
impairment. I consider whether these children have a co-occurring disorder, ‘specific’ language
impairment, and what the similarities and differences are in the developmental profile of children with

language disorders across diagnostic boundaries.
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